Recreation Resources / Aesthetics

Technical Working Group Meeting

Date: December 10, 2003

Time: 8:30 AMto 11:00 PM - 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Location: Forest Service Supervisor's Office
100 Forni Road
Placerville, California
Directions
Discussion Topic: (1) Review the results of the Recreational Flow Study

(Downstream Reach below Chili Bar Dam) - morning; (2) Review
and Approve lowa Hill Visual Resources Study Plan - 1:00 PM

Agenda
Attendees
Summary

Handouts, Attachments & Presentations

Recreation Flow Study Below Chili Bar
lowa Hill Visual Resources Study Plan

Carrying Capacity Results - Additional Sorting Only



Directions to Forest Service Supervisor's Office

Take Highway 50 east to Placerville approximately 40 miles. Exit at Forni
Road. Immediately after the exit take a left (east) at the stop sign; go
about 300 yards and take a right (south) on Briw Road. Go about 200 yards.
The FS Supervisor's Office is on the right.


http://www.smud.org/relicensing/meetings/meet_loc.htm

Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD)
Upper American River Project (UARP) Hydro Relicensing Project

Recreation and Aesthetics Technical Work Group Meeting
December 10, 2003

Agenda

Meeting Location: Forest Service Supervisor’s Office
Large Conference Room Downstairs
Time: 8:30 am — 3:00 pm

8:30 am

1. Approve November 12, 2003, Recreation TWG meeting summary

2. Review Results of Recreation Flow Study (Downstream Reach below Chili Bar Dam)
Goal: Present and discuss the results of the Recreation Flow Study.

3. Follow up on Carrying Capacity Study Results presented October 22, 2003
Goal: To review the additional sorting for results presented in tables 5 and 7.

11:00 am to 1:00 pm — lunch (we must leave conference room)

4. Approve draft Iowa Hill Visual Resources Study Plan
Goal: To review and approve the draft Visual Resources Study Plan for the proposed lowa Hill
Pumped Storage Development.

5. Discuss approach to the Needs Assessment
Goal: To discuss and agree on the approach to completing the Needs Assessment.

6. Follow up on Visitor Use and Impact Study Results presented November 12, 2003
Goal: Opportunity for Participants to request any additional analysis of the results.
ATTENTION: at the request of Chris Shutes, Stafford Lehr and other resource agency
representatives, we are scheduled to discuss participants’ concerns related to the results of the
Fishing Analysis and related issues at the January 28 Recreation TWG meeting.

7. Next meeting agenda, date and location

3:00 pm



 DATE:

12/10/2003

LOCATION: SUPERVISORS OFFICE ~ Placerville ~ 8:30 AM -
11:00 AM ~1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

UARP Hydro Relicensing

Recreation Resources Technical Working Group

Initials

Name

Beth Paulson

E / :__/Bill Center

(.

13

Bruce McGurk
Carol Efird

Carol Szuc;h
Catherine Fonseca
Charles Bertolette
Chris Burnett
Chris Shackleton

Chris Shutes

Dan Crandal}

Dave Steindorf

David Hanson

Dirk Gallian

Dr. Trent Saxton

Ed Horton

Einar Maisch

Eric Theiss

A‘Vy Gale Higgins

AffillationName

U.S. Forest Service

American River Recreation Association & Camp Lotus

Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Louis Berger Associates

Sacramento Municipal Utility District

Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians

Citizen

Citizen

Citizen

Citizen

Current Adventures Kayaking
Consultant

Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Raft Photo

Citizen

Placer Coﬁnty Water Agency
Placer Cd‘unty Water Agency
National Marine Fisheries Seryicé

Sacramento Municipal Utility District

Email

bapaulson@fs.fed.us
belotus@innercite.com
bjmo@pge.com |
cefird@louisberger.com
cszuch@smud.org

J

cfonseca@ca.ihs.gov
charlosb@cal.net
caburett@ucdavis.edu
cbshack@oomﬁast.net :
b!ancapaloma@msn.com
Dan@kayaking.com
dsteind@telis.org
dhanson@smud.org
Jumper@jps.net
drdbody@directcon.net
ed@hortonfarm.com
planning@pcwa.net

eric.theiss@noaa.gov

ghiggin@smud.org

Recreation Resources TWG
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Initials Name

Gary Hyden
;\/'__ib-Tarw Williamson
Jeff Horn
Jeff Marsolais
Jim Eicher
Ji-m Lynch
\ > Joe Davis
John Gangemi
Joy Vandell

Judy Mathat

I8 F

Justin Klaurens

"Justin States

Karen Smith

0

e €5

_ Lester Lubetkin
Marie Davis

Marie Rainwater
Martha Goodavish
Matt Paquette
Mike Bean

Mike Gray

Mike Henry

Mike Preszler

AffiliationName

El Dorado County, Airports, Parks & Grounds Division

National Park Service

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Devine Tarbell & Associates Incorporated
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
American Whitewater Conservation
Pacific Gas & Electric Company

El Dorado County Republican Central Committee
Devine Tarbell & Associates Incorporated
Citizen

Sacramento Municipal Utility District

U.S. Forest Service

Ptacer County Water Agency

Rainwater & Associates, LLC

MG Planning & Design

Devine Tarbell & Associates Incorporated
Gold Country Paddlers

El Dorado County

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Mead & Hunt, Incorporated

Email

ghyden@co.el-dorado.ca.us
Harry_Williamson@nps.gov
jhom@ca.bim.gov
jmarsolais@fs.fed.us
jeicher@ca.bim.gov
james.lynch@devinetarbell.com
jdavist@smud.org
jgangemi@digisys.net
JMV1@pge.com
mathat@cwnet.com
justin.klaurens@devinetarbell.com
giggle@redjellyfish.net
ksmith@smud.org
llubetkin@fs.fed.us
mledavis@hotmail.com
marie@rainwater-associates.com
mgoodavish@sbcgiobal.net
matthew.paquette@devinetarbell.com
mike@rivervilla.com
mgray@co.el-dorado.ca.us
mike.henry@ferc.gov

mike.preszler@meadhunt.com
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Initials Name

Nate Rangel

Parvez Mody

Rich Platt

Richard Doble

Ron Corso

| PRl

Ron Stork

Russ Kanz

Sharon Stohrer

Stafford Lehr

Steve Barber

Steve Peirano

Sue Norman

ARERR:

Vicki Jowise .

B ey

AffillationName

California Outdoors

Sacramento Municipal Utility District
U.S. Forest Service

Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Mead & Hunt, Incorporated

Friends of the River

Sﬁte Water Resources Control Board
State Water Resources Control Board
California Department of Fish and Game
South Fork Dialogue Group

Pacific Gas & Electric Company

U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Forest Service

1’112

Email

nate@raftcalifornia.com
pmody@smud.org

rplatt@fs fed.us

rjld2@pge.com
ron.corso@meadhunt.com
rstork@friendsoftheriver.org
rkanz@waterrights.swrch.ca.gov
sstohrer@waterrights.swrcb.ca.gov
slehr@dfg.ca.go;/
prdympigrm@earthlink.net
sip2@pge.com
snorman@fs.fed.us

vjowise@fs.fed.tjs
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Recreational Flow Study

(downstream reach below Chili

Bar)
Recreation TWG — December 10, 2003

m, Wl L




| ssue Questions

3b. What are the effects of boating flows on water levels of UARP/Chili Bar Project reservoirs?

19. Can there be aflow management hydrology model (unimpaired hydrograph) built with awhitewater
filter that estimates flows assuming UARP/Chili Bar presence and absence?

25. What are the impacts of the combined UARP and Chili Bar Projects on all types of recreation
downstream of Chili Bar Dam?

31b. What have been the benefits of recreation associated with the UARP/Chili Bar Projects?

40/48. Are there any and, if so, what is the status of any identified/designated Wild and Scenic river
reaches (e.g. USFS, BLM, NRI, or State of California) affected by the UARP/Chili Bar Projects?

41. What are the combined impacts to recreation relative to flows and reservoir levels of the UARP and
Project 184 (Silver Creek to confluence downstream)?

69. What are the effects of UARP/Chili Bar Projects operation on whitewater boating in the 20-mile reach
below Chili Bar dam?

1b. Isit possible to have consistent and regular releases that support boating in the reach below Chili Bar?
[This question will also be addressed in the Recreation Plan because it’s a trade-off question.]

16. Can we provide whitewater boating flow information in advance for different stretches in the Project
area, such as flow phone, website, flow modeling for 1-week intervals, and past releases? [This
question will also be addressed in the Recreation Plan becauseit’s a trade-off question.]



Study Objectives

» Describe existing fishing, swimming, recreational
gold panning, dredging and whitewater boating
opportunities and other flow dependent day use
activities below Chili Bar Dam.

 |dentify the regional significance of existing and
potential fishing, swimming gold panning,
dredging, whitewater boating opportunities and
other types of flow dependent day use activities
below Chili Bar Dam



Study Objectives
(continued)

e Determine how water year type, flow (including
water temperature) and timing affect these
opportunities

e |dentify the minimum, optimum and maximum
flow regimes (including timing, duration and
volume) for each of the identified flow-dependent
recreation opportunities.

« Answer all pertinent issue questions



Study Area

e Regional Significance
— Central CA rivers
e Project

— SFAR between Chili Bar Dam and Folsom
Reservoir



Study Methods

Develop preliminary range of flows
Review existing information
Interviews with key contacts
Analysis of hydrological information

|dentify operational constrainty/inter-
relationships



Study Methods -
Preliminary Range of Flows

e See handout: Strawman Flow Proposal, South
Fork American River. Presented to TWG
February 2002 and reviewed with changes
provided on April 9, 2003




Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews

Bill Center, Camp Lotus, Owner
Jm Eicher, Bureau of Land Management

John Hutchinson, Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic
Park

Dawn Jackson, Jackson’ s Prospecting (Mining Supply
Co.)

Kathy Murray, Sutters Inn Market

Donna McLaughlin, Ponderosa Park

Karl Schneider, Commercial & Private Boater on SFAR
Susan Welter, The River Store, Owner



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

e L ocationsof Recreation Activitieson the SFAR:

— Whitewater-Entire 20-mile reach
e Chili Bar Run
» Put-in at Highway 193 bridge

» Take-out at multiple locations in Coloma including Henningsen Lotus
Park

* The Gorge
» Put-in at multiple locations in Coloma including Henningsen Lotus Park
» Take-out at Folsom Lake, Salmon Falls Road



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

» Locationsof Recreation Activities on the SFAR (cont’d):

e Swimming
> State Park
» Lotus Henningsen Park
» Coloma near campgrounds
» Greenwood Creek
» Dave Moore Nature Area

e Fishing
> Between the area just upstream of* Trouble Maker’ rapid and Camp Lotus

» Some anglers hike up from Folsom Lake and fish between Folsom Lake and
the rapid known as Hospital Bar

» Some drift boating in The Gorge

10



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

L ocations of Recreation Activitieson the SFAR (cont’ d):

« (Gold Panning
» State Park
» Dave Moore Nature Area
» Greenwood Creek

» Other regional locations includee MFAR above Rubicon River (Michigan
Bluff and west of Volcanoville), Rock Cr. (north of Chili Bar) and SFAR 1-2
miles northwest of Slab Cr. Reservair.

» Gold Dredging
» The Gorge
> Norton Ravine

» Mining claims located at Weber Creek, Greenwood Creek, Pine Hill (close to
Salmon Falls)

» 1n 2004 BLM will institute a permit system for the entire reach except for the
State Park and at mining claims

11



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

Timing of Recreation Activities on the SFAR:

e Swimming
» June, July, August sometimes into September
» Participation chiefly driven by air temperature
» Noon to 6pm
* Fishing
» Late April to mid-November
» Fishing coincides with low flows. Usually leave river by about 10am

12



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

e Timing of Recreation Activitieson the SFAR (cont’d):

» (Gold Panning

» Most of panning is associated with the elementary school trips to
State Park, usually in the spring

» Daylight hours
« Gold Dredging
» Year-round activity
» BLM permit program will only allow dredging between 7am and 5pm

13



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

o Characteristic Needs Associated with Non-whitewater Recreation
Activitieson the SFAR:
e Swimming
» Determining factors. air temperature, water temperature, river current, water
quality, suitable beach, sense of crowding
» Air temperature is the most determining factor
» Swimmers may spend less time in the water with cold temperature

» Even with varying flows, people can aways find places that are suitable for
swimming in the reach

e Fishing
» Flows suitable for wading and access (low flows desirable, similar to needs for
swimming)
» Low flows coinciding with fish feeding behavior are best (i.e., early morning)

14



Study Methods -
Key Contact Interviews (cont’ d)

e Characteristic Needs Associated with Non-whitewater Recreation
Activitieson the SFAR:

« (Gold Panning

» Most of panning is associated with the elementary school trips to State Park,
usually in the spring
» Daylight hours
> Activity hasrarely been interrupted by high flows Gold Dredging

» Gold Dredging
» Y ear-round activity
» Can occur under high or low flow events
» BLM permit program will only allow dredging between 7 am and 5 pm

15



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information

e Water Temperature Criteria for Water Contact
Recreation (non-whitewater boating) (NCPA 1995)

— Unacceptable less than 55°F
— Acceptable 55-70F
— Optimd 70-85°F

16



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

e Existing Water Temperature Conditions in SFAR
(PG& E 2003)

— See handout: Figure 4.2-2—\Water Temperature (based on fifteen
minute average readings from a temperature recorder) at SFAR
below Lotus.

e March: 41°-519F, mean 45°F

e June: 549-64°%, mean 60°F

o September: 54°-65°F, mean 58°F
e December: 399-520F, mean 449

17



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

e Existing Water Temperature Conditions in SFAR
(PG& E 2003)

— The summertime average daily temperatures do not exceed 66°F

— Seasonally, the water temperature shows a rising trend from
January to a peak about June 1. The water temperatures decline
between mid-June and late August, from approximately 66°F to
57°F. The water temperature then rises again through September.

18



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

e Flow Criteria for Water Contact Recreation (nhon-
whitewater boating)

— Range of flows found in various studies which may not be directly
applicable to the SFAR but are provided for reference (USDA
1992, USBR 1999).

e Tuolumne 200-600 cfs (USBR)
 Merced 50-200 cfs (USBR)
» Clavey 10-250 cfs (USDA) (over 350 cfs determined unsafe for svimming)

19



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

« Wild and Scenic River Status (NPS 2001)

— SFAR between Folsom Lake and Chili Bar Dam is on the
Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI)

— ‘Historic’ and ‘Recreation’ outstandingly remarkable natural or
cultural values of this reach. Judged to have more than local or
regional significance.

— Federal agencies must seek to avoid or mitigate actions that would
adversely affect one or more NRI segments.

20



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

 Regional Significance
— Whitewater boating
» Most popular whitewater boating stream in CA (NPS 2001)
» Proximity to Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Area
» Class |l to IV whitewater boating

» Outstanding remarkable values of SFAR are of more than local or
regional significance, Historic and Recreation.

» Whitewater boating
» Marshall Gold Discovery Site

21



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

e Regional Significance (cont’d)

» Fishing-Access driven. Coloma may be locally important but not
known as an outstanding angling experience (PG&E 2003, EDC
2001)

» Put and take fishery because of CDFG stocking practices
» Accessislimited because of dominant private land ownersnip

» Less desirable fish species are present (e.g., Sacramento pike-
minnow, Sacramento sucker)

22



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

Regional Significance (cont’d)

o Swimming-Access and temperature driven. SFAR near Colomais
locally important but there are regional opportunities nearby that
are more suitable.

» Jenkinson Lake

» Folsom Lake
Gold panning and dredging-regionally significant as well as more than
regionally significance because of gold discovery site.

» NRI outstanding remarkable value-Historical

» Location is known for finding gold

» Presence of mining claims

» BLM dredging permit program, 2004

23



Study Methods -
Review Existing Information (cont’ d)

e Operational Constraints FSCD (PG& E 2003)
— See handout: Operational Constraints FSCD (PG& E 2003)

24



Study Methods -

Hydrology Information
(Note: all data is provided on the CD)

e Merced River Hydrographs (an unregulated river)
» Datafor Water Y ears 1990-1996

» Monthly graphs of daily 15 minute-averages for water years 1992
(WY type B), 1993 (WY type D) and 1994 (WY typeA)

 SFAR Hydrology
» Regulated dataWY’s 1993 to 2001
» Unimpaired data (synthesized, 1975-2001)
» Hydrographs
0 Mean daily unimpaired for WY’ s 1993-2001

0 By water year typesA, B and D

0 Average daily hydrograph on a weekday for each month (WY’s 1993
to 2001)

25
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